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Newsletter December 2025 
 
A short newsletter to catch you up on what we’ve been doing.  
 
Recently we’ve been working on a couple of hot issues. These include: 
 
The Northeast Pickering Development Plan: You may recall that the proposed development of these 
agricultural lands has long been contentious. GDA has 
consistently argued that development of these lands is not 
needed and that development should take place only close 
to existing infrastructure such as sewage, roads to the 
south. Durham council voted against staff’s 
recommendation during the Envision Durham planning 
exercise, when it chose a developer-recommended growth 
scenario to urbanize more than 9,000 acres of farmland.  
 
The Envision Durham Official Plan (approved by the 
Province in December 2024) designates the land in 
Northeast Pickering as: “2051 Urban Expansion Areas” and 
includes “Community Areas”, “Employment Areas”, 
“Regional Corridor”, and “Regional Centres”. Based on 
calculations for each of the proposed land uses, lands in 
the Secondary Plan area are expected to provide homes 
for over 72,000 people and enough employment and 
commercial land to generate approximately 9,700 jobs 
once fully built-out. In November of this year a statutory 
meeting about the plan for these lands was held by the City 
of Pickering and submissions were invited. GDA submitted comments which you can read on our website.   
 
And the Federal Lands: A recent notice from Transport Canada stated: “In January 2025, the Government of 
Canada announced that the Pickering Lands will not be used for a future airport site. The Government also 
announced its intent to transfer lands with high conservation value to Parks Canada in support of the mandate 
of Rouge National Urban Park. A land management strategy will be developed for the remaining lands. As the 
custodian of the Pickering Lands, Transport Canada is working closely with Parks Canada, Public Services 
and Procurement Canada, Canada Lands Company, and Housing Infrastructure and Communities Canada to 
assess options for the future uses of the lands, accounting for a range of priorities including conservation and 
residential and commercial development opportunities”.  
 
GDA has been working with other partners including our friends at Land Over Landings, some members of 
Durham’s agriculture community, and the Waterfront Regeneration Trust to develop a vision for the 
approximately 9300 acres which are currently leased for agriculture, residential and commercial use.  Our first 
opportunity to learn about how to participate in the consultation process takes place the first week of 
December. Once we have our submission prepared, it too will be posted on our website. 
 
 

http://www.greendurham.ca/
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GDA encouraging research and supporting Ontario Parks:  
Birds Canada manages a system called Motus. Motus stations detect tiny radio transmitters carried by birds, 
bats, and other wildlife, allowing researchers to follow their movements with remarkable detail. The stations are 
located throughout North America and beyond.  Each station is an antenna mounted in a strategic location 
attached to some electronics and the internet.  When a transmitter attached to an animal is detected by the 
Motus station, the time and date are collected and sent to the Motus database.   
With enough of these stations, individual tagged animals can be tracked by researchers. Most often this would 
apply to migrating birds, but other animals such as bats and even butterflies can be tagged.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The tracking information is only as good as the network of antennas - the more antennas the better the 
tracking. Most Motus data is openly accessible, promoting transparency and facilitating use by research and 
conservation communities. Motus data supports scientific publications, wildlife management, conservation 
initiatives and biodiversity-related databases. 

GDA has agreed to fund the installation of a new Motus Wildlife Tracking System station.  The new station, 
named East Duffins Headwaters – GDA, has recently been installed on a member’s property in the East 
Duffins Headwaters, helping to fill a key gap in the regional tracking network.  By strengthening the network, 
this new station will support ongoing efforts to better understand migration patterns, habitat use, and wildlife 
behavior across Southern Ontario and hopefully in Durham region. If you want to see “our” station, go to this 
link: https://motus.org/dashboard/#e=profile&d=stations&s=15916  

This installation arrives at an exciting time: the East and West Duffins Headwaters properties are expected to 
become part of the Uxbridge Urban Provincial Park in the coming years. By investing in this infrastructure now, 
we hope to advance current research and encourage new scientific projects connected to the emerging park. 
We are proud to help expand the Motus network and contribute to long-term conservation and ecological 
understanding in our community. 

 

http://www.greendurham.ca/
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DRAP lands: Our friends at the Ontario Farmland Trust are offering a winter webinar series, a series of 
online webinars to explore pressures on farmland, learn about solutions, and share innovative ideas. There will 
be a new topic each month, and they will be joined by professionals from across Ontario, including land-use 
planners, lawyers, conservation organizations, and more. Join from the comfort of your home, field or 
office. We’re late getting this out but on November 19th the topic was Best Management Practices for Soil 
Health. 
December 9th, 12-1pm 
Understanding Farming as a System for Sustainable Management 
Farms are complex, interconnected systems where soil, water, crops, livestock, and people all play a role. The 
presenter will introduce the principles of systems thinking in farming, looking at how soil health, water, 
biodiversity, crop and livestock production, and economic decisions are all interconnected. 
January 22nd, 12-1pm 
Farmland Protection and Policy: An Introduction 
Join the Ontario Farmland Trust's Executive Director, Martin Straathof, and Board Chair, Margaret Walton, for 
an accessible introduction to municipal planning processes and farmland protection policies. Participants will 
gain a foundational understanding of how municipal decisions impact farmland, what tools exist to influence 
those decisions, and which levels of government and departments are responsible for decisions affecting 
farmland. 
 
More benches: As promised, a few hardy volunteers installed more benches in the East Duffins Headwaters 
properties this Fall. This is a multi-staged process: locally grown and harvested lumber is donated by Ian 
Gillespie of Highwood Farms. The boards are then cut and organized by Rob Ferguson into kits, using designs 
he researched as suitable for remote settings. Each kit is then transported deep into chosen locations using 
creative means (a kayak carrier) and some muscle. Pictured below are Rob and GDA member Kevin 
McDougall on a long walk into the forest. 
 
We are a bit slow getting the locations of these benches up on our website but that too will happen!  

 

 
 

  

 

 

Wishing you safe travels as the snow flies and winter sets in. And we hope you can rest a while on one of 
these benches when you come upon them in the forest.                                                                                   
We thank you for your continued support and interest in GDA’s work.  

http://www.greendurham.ca/
https://form-can.keela.co/oft-november-webinar-registration-best-management-practices-soil-health
https://form-can.keela.co/oft-november-webinar-registration-best-management-practices-soil-health
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https://form-can.keela.co/oft-january-webinar-registration-farmland-protection-and-policy-an-introduction

