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Newsletter February 2025 

An update to the shocking and wonderful news we shared the last week of January… 

As you may recall, the federal government announced on January 27 their intent to transfer up to 3500 

hectares from Transport Canada to Rouge National Urban Park. We’ve learned that the federal Ministry 

of Environment and Climate Change has released their plan regarding next steps: 

• A formal consultative process will begin with the Rouge National Urban Park First Nations 
Advisory Circle, including the seven Williams Treaty Nations and three other Nations 
(Mississaugas of the Credit, Huron-Wendat, and Six Nations of the Grand River). 

• Following Indigenous consultations, the government will engage the public and key 
stakeholders for input on the proposed land transfer. 

• Land Assessment & Due Diligence: Parks Canada will work with Transport Canada to assess 
land parcels based on ecological value, restoration potential, and wildlife connectivity. 
Environmental site assessments and cultural heritage evaluations will be conducted per 
Treasury Board directives. 

• Final Transfer Process: Pending the outcomes of consultations and assessments, the 
Government of Canada will finalize the transfer of suitable lands to Parks Canada for inclusion 
in Rouge National Urban Park. 

• Funding & Management Plan: Parks Canada will determine the financial and operational 
requirements to manage the transferred lands effectively. 

 
Our Land Over Landings colleagues have advised us that they will be asking MP Jennifer O’Connell to 
release reports about progress as this process gets underway.  
 
Speaking of Land Over Landings, they’ll be hosting a celebratory event on Saturday March 1 at the 
Claremont Community Centre from 2 to 4 pm.  
 
All are welcome, and guests are asked to register through Eventbrite to help track 
numbers: https://GroundedforGOOD.eventbrite.ca. As of this date there are still about 70 tickets left of 
a possible 270. If you can’t attend but would like to support the costs of hosting the event (these include 
rental of the hall, catering of food and so on), consider sending a contribution to Land Over Landings 
via their paypal link: https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=Zf3GR5-
Hqn6x56ZWWdGVOFL9UGoX0RMgNzniQYuyOhBo89b36TuXg94e1NRCTw0QGupd-Bgwr39tL1NY 
 
More good news to share! 
You may recall our concerns about a proposal by Miller Group. A plan was put forward to bring 

enormous quantities of fill into their Boyington Pit and change its use from aggregate extraction to a 

permanent industrial site. GDA retained legal help to explore this proposal and submitted comments to 

the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, which has responsibility for the Aggregate Resources 

Act. Nothing had since been heard for quite some time.  
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The same week we learned about the withdrawal of plans for an airport, we received notice that Miller 

has withdrawn their application and the case is closed! Our thanks to GDA member David Walker for 

the many hours he spent pulling together background information for the lawyer we retained.  

We reported in a recent newsletter that Miller’s Boyington Pit received an award for outstanding 

rehabilitation from the Ontario Stone, Sand and Gravel Association. Since then we’ve met with local 

representatives of both Miller Group and Lafarge to explore possibilities for trail connections as pits 

reach the end of the extraction phase. Both have been very receptive to this idea.  

At the Open House held on January 16 (the release of the management plan for the new Uxbridge 

Urban Provincial Park), Lafarge representative Chris Galway announced that his company was 

supportive of the idea of providing a trail on the west side of the Regan Pit. We’ve since met with Chris 

to explore possibilities and hatch a plan to make trail access safer and provide better parking options.  

Speaking of Uxbridge Urban Provincial Park: GDA has been playing a behind-the-scenes role, 

identifying and working with owners of lands which could improve connectivity between the publicly 

owned conservation land parcels which will become part of the Park as it expands. We can’t share 

specifics at this point, but we are feeling good about what has been achieved so far. We will share 

these success stories as soon as it is possible to do so.  
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